complained of great pain in the abdomen ; and the bowels had been moved upwards of twenty times in the course of the day. Astrin- gents, in various forms, were had recourse to in vain, until a combination of opium and acetate of lead was prescribed, which speedily checked the exhausting diarrhoea, and obviated the other mischievous effects which had resulted from the improper administration of the colchicum wine.
The effects of colchicum, when administered in larger and poisonous doses, are well exemplified in the following cases related in the twenty-sixth volume of the Medico-Chirurgical Review; which coincide, in most respects, with those which I witnessed in dogs, where a sufficient dose was administered to produce death, as will be related in a subsequent part of this paper.
Madame de B. 25 years of age, swallowed a large quantity (a wine glassful) of the tincture of the bulbs of colchicum, with the view of destroying herself. She was immediately seized with most severe pain in the epigastrium. Two pints of milk were administered in about half-an-hour after the act had been committed, and subsequently two grains of tartar emetic were given. Copious vomiting of a brownish fluid ensued. M. Caffe did not see the patient till nearly six hours after the accident. He found her cold and very pale, complaining of tenderness in the epigastric region, a sense of constriction around the chest, and of great dyspnoea. There was no stiffness nor any convulsive movements of the limbs ; the lips were of a purple hue ; the pupils were not dilated, nor was the vision affected ; the tongue was pale and cold to the touch; there was an almost constant vomiting, but no purging; the pulse was very slow and thread-like ; and the patient, who was quite sensible, was tortured with a burning thirst; and every now and then she uttered the most distressing groans. M. Caffe administered iced aerated water, and ordered sinapisms to be applied to the feet, and embrocations to the limbs and abdomen.
On the following morning there was complete prostration of all the vital powers, the retching continued, and the cramps in the feet, although not so severe, were still present. Sinapisms were applied to the thighs, and a few leeches to the epigastrium. The patient became gradually weaker, and death took place in the afternoon?twenty-two hours after the poison had been swallowed.
The body was examined seventy hours after death. Putrefaction had already commenced. Most of the parenchymatous viscera were congested with dark-coloured fluid blood. The stomach and intestines were removed, and set apart for the purpose of analysing their contents. On the following day they were examined, but unfortunately putrefaction had already advanced so far as to have altered considerably the appearance of every part. He has long been sensible that the state of his health is in some way connected with the condition of his urinary discharge, and is aware that derangement of health is the immediate consequence of any want in the due action of the kidneys, being fully satisfied that the state of his health is improved when deposits take place in his urine; and the practice adopted on the late occasion, to which I have referred, was in conformity with his own views. 11 Prescribe," says he, " for me a medicine that will occasion the excretion of the noxious matter in the blood by the kidneys, and I know that I shall experience relief." It was under these circumstances that colchicum was prescribed, and it was with very great interest that we watched its operation during the day. As was before stated, the medicine was taken at one p. m., and at four the urine was voided for the first time, which at first presented no unusual appearance, but upon cooling it became turbid, and when it had fallen to the temperature of 40?, it was as turbid, perhaps, as we had ever observed urine, and of specific gravity 1033. In the morning it had been of the specific gravity 1009. With the exception of some cliickenbrotli and tea, no other food had been taken throughout the day. As stated above, the relief which the patient obtained was coincident with the change in the urine. He improved every hour afterwards, and by two o'clock was able to leave his room, and enter upon the discharge of duties requiring exertions both of mind and body, with his usual alacrity. Independent, however, of this effect, to which I am inclined to attribute much importance, we can easily understand, from a knowledge of its physiological action on the stomach, intestinal canal, liver, skin, and circulating system, the beneficial results it must produce in a disease characterized by the symptoms observed in gout.
Extraordinary and valuable as colchicum undoubtedly is as a remedy in paroxysms of acute gout, it is perhaps almost more so in the irregular forms of that dangerous and distressing disease, especially in affections of the heart and large blood-vessels, which are so apt to occur in persons of a gouty diathesis. As a student of medicine, I had frequently an opportunity of witnessing in the practice of my father, who has long made the medicinal properties of this drug a particular study, cases which, with others I have more recently seen, strongly corroborates the accuracy of this opinion ; and I quote from his note-book the following case, which produced at the time on my mind a most favourable impression of the benefit to be derived from this medicine in these forms of disease.
April 7th 1836, Mr C. D., aged 67, of a gouty habit of body, has been subject to palpitation of the heart for eighteen months past, which have gradually been becoming worse, with severe cramps in the legs, of which he complains much, and during the last ten years has voided fusiform lithic concretions in large numbers, varying in size from a pin's head to a small cherry-stone. The feet had been tender lately, and the ball of the toe was slightly inflamed. The action of the heart was very irregular, as also the pulse at the wrist, 
